Public Comment, Torch Lake Township Board of Trustees Meeting
July 19, 2016


Bruce Laidlaw, 5103 Oak Park Road, Eastport
Laidlaw requested hearing regarding front and rear setbacks for decks and porches along Torch Lake and Lake Michigan shorelines.  He looked at ordinances in several townships including Acme, Banks, Elk Rapids et al.  None of the ordinances allowed construction in the 50 foot setbacks.  He said that the proposed ordinance would allow people to restrict citizens from walking shore.  Also ground level is not defined in the ordinance.  He felt that the ordinance should go back to Planning Commission and that it is also in conflict with Antrim County’s Master Plan.

Norean Martin, 2737 Bay Harbor Club Lane, Kewadin
Martin represented the Bay Harbor Club Association, which is opposed to the ordinance as it would change the character of the shore.  There is specific language in their covenants addressing decks.

Tom Stillings, 570 S. Golden Beach Drive, Kewadin
Stillings cited riparian law cases in Michigan.  Stated that he has the constitutionally protected riparian right to build into the water.

Lee Scott, 347 N. West Torch Lake Drive, Kewadin
Scott stated that building structures within the setback, directly affects the community.  There are organizations to protect Torch Lake and create stewardship for the lake.  He is concerned that the natural habitats are being removed.

Gerry Sell, 4278 Michigan Trail, Kewadin
Sell is a year-around resident and thinks that the Zoning ordinance smacks of spot zoning.  She said that it seems that the Zoning ordinance was amended to make something work for a specific need.  Sell cautioned the TLT Board to think carefully before amending the Zoning Ordinance and that nobody should be able to build structures in setbacks.  She suggested that the ordinance should be sent back to the Planning Commission.

Becky Norris, 6022 Aarwood Road NW, Rapid City
Norris recently moved out of the Township, but submitted a letter that Martel will read into the record.

Sue Calu, 724 S. Golden Beach Drive, Kewadin
Calu said that on the Great Lakes, the high water mark is for public access.  No decks, walkways or structures should be built in the setbacks.

Tina Norris Fields, 5860 Aarwood Road, Rapid City
Fields is the secretary of the Planning Commission in Clearwater Township, and also the current president of the Three Lakes Association.  She cited sections of the zoning ordinance regarding natural vegetative strips along rivers, streams and lakes, and also high water mark setbacks.  She is in support of the Ordinance.

Tom Welch, 968 S. Golden Beach Drive, Kewadin
Welch felt that the Planning Commission is churning out amendments and ordinances.  He said that your builder should tell you what is allowed.  He also stated that Torch Lake and Lake Michigan are totally different and have jurisdictional differences.

Deb Magennis, 511 N. Golden Beach Drive, Kewadin
As a lakeshore resident, she observed that permanent structures do not make it through the winter.  Her opinion is that the ordinance should be sent back to the Planning Commission.

Pat Keelan, 2482 Birchwood, Kewadin
Keelan is the Chairman of the Zoning Board of Appeals.  He said that Section 2.16 does not make any sense, is contradictory and needs fixing.  His suggestion was to massage the wording or eliminate Section 2.16 completely.
Keelan later added that the effort to craft a “fits all” ordinance does not work.

Chris Grobbel, Township Planner
Grobbel said that the intent was to fix a problem found by the Zoning Administrator and the Zoning Board of Appeals, and the Planning Commission decided to fix it.  The change was not intended to over-rule state or federal authorities.  The intent was to prevent big structures by limiting square footage of decks.

Bob Spencer, 709 N. West Torch Lake Drive, Kewadin
Spencer showed a picture taken in 2014 of a property south of Barnes Park.  He also referenced a document dated June 6, 2016, authored by Edward J. Arthur, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, with the ordinary high water mark at 581.5 feet.

Ralph Houghton, 2432 Birchview, Kewadin
Houghton said that the Antrim County recommendation was to not approve the ordinance as written.  He reminded the audience that citizens can come to ZBA with a request for variances and all should be subject to the same test.  He stated that the ordinance language should be eliminated.

Bruce Bigelow, 4260 Michigan Trail, Kewadin
Bigelow has been a resident since the 1980s.  Referenced the high water mark.
